


A CONSUMER’S GUIDE to Selecting ROOFING MATERIALS

A well-maintained roof is often a  
visual clue to the condition of the 
rest of a home. On the other hand, 
an aging roof can be an indication 
of costly structural damage from 
dampness or leaks, potential  
health problems caused by mold 
and high heating and cooling  
costs. A roof can have a huge 
impact on how buyers view your 
property which can impact the  
price as well. According to  
Remodeling magazine, re-roofing 
pays off better than any other  
home renovation, with an average 
cost recovery of 106%. So if you’re  
thinking of selling or buying,  

LOOK UP!

Remember when every house had an asphalt roof? Next time you walk 
through your neighbourhood, look up and you’ll see a variety of roofing 
materials, from cedar shake and asphalt shingles to tile and metal, each 
in a variety of different profiles. But what is the right roof for you and for 
your home? What factors should be considered? How do you view your 
roof — as a necessary expense every 10 to 15 years, or as a one-time 
investment that will add value and protection to your property?  
Choosing the right system is an important choice and one you should be 
fully informed about. That’s why we’ve put this Roofing Guide together,  
to help you make the decision that’s right for you and your home.

According to  
Remodeling  
magazine,  
re-roofing pays  
off better than  
any other home  
renovation, with  
an average  
cost recovery  
of 106%.

What about resale value?

KEY FACTORS  
IN SELECTING 
YOUR NEXT ROOF

Before you buy you  
should know the answers  
to the following questions:

• How long can I expect my new 
 roof to last?

• Will my roofing choice impact 
 the resale value of my home?

• Which roofing products are best
 suited to the climate conditions 
 of my area?

• Can a new roof lower my 
 energy costs?

• Will my roofing choice impact 
 the environment?

• Will the roof compliment my
 home and my neighbourhood?



Time to 
re-roof?
If your roof is leaking, curling, cracking 
or missing shingles, don’t wait until  
rain starts leaking into your home to  
re-roof. It could cost you a whole lot 
more! These photos show some of the 
most common problems. Check your  
roof periodically for rotted fascia,  
damaged decking, curling shingles,  
granular loss, storm damage and 
cracks and splits. Inside, stained  
ceilings and higher heating and  
cooling bills are a sure sign of problems. 

Cracked, granular loss, missing shingles

Rotted fascia

Curled shingles

Aged flashing

Stained ceilings

Mildew / moss growth
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• In 1983, just 15% of the roofs  
 installed were made of such  
 premium materials as metal,  
 clay tile or cedar shake. By 2005,  
 premium roofing product use  
 had soared to 44%

• In some fire risk areas, like Key West,
 Florida for instance, only metal roofs 
 are allowed

• Every year more than 1.2 million 
 tonnes of asphalt based roofing 
 in Canada

• Metal is 100% recyclable and 
 in fact, more metal is recycled  
 than paper, aluminum, glass and 
 plastic combined

DID YOU KNOW?

For many years the only affordable  
option in roofing was asphalt.  
But now, many homeowners are  
thinking differently about their roofs,  
recognizing the difference between  
cost and investment open up a  
variety of material options. Aside  
from damage or wear and tear,  
there are other compelling reasons  
to change the colour, style or even 
the material of your roof. Perhaps 
you’re concerned about being able 

to protect your family from severe  
winds, hail, or fire.  
Maybe you’ve made changes to  
the colour scheme of your home’s 
exterior with new siding, brick or  
stone veneer, and your original roof  
is no longer suitable. Perhaps you 
would like a roof that adds  
architectural interest and enhances 
curb appeal. You may be concerned 
about your environmental footprint 
and want a greener solution. Whatever 
the reason, the Roofing Materials  
Comparison Chart on the following 
page will help you make a more  
informed purchasing decision.

Quality or Economy: 
it’s your decision



Roofing and your 
energy costs
Many homeowners are unaware that one  
of the areas where they can cut soaring 
energy costs is with their roof.

If you’ve ever been in a sweltering hot attic 
on a sunny day, chances are the house had 
an energy absorbing, traditional shingle roof. 
However, metal roofs actually reflect the light 
from the sun and can save you up to 40% in 
summer cooling energy costs.

A highly emissive painted metal roof not  
only reduces energy consumption, it can  
actually re-emit up to 90% of absorbed solar 
radiation. Altogether this means less money 
out of your pocket, less dependence on  
the energy grid and less pollution.

ASPHALT 
A N D  T H E 
PRICE 
OF O IL

For decades, North Americans have covered their roofs 
with asphalt shingles and never given it much thought. 
Yet, surprisingly, while asphalt shingles are getting more 
expensive, their lifespan is getting shorter. Why?

The principal ingredient in asphalt is tar, a derivative  
of petroleum which, as we all know, is skyrocketing  
in price. In an effort to keep their prices down, some 
asphalt shingle manufacturers have used more filler  
and less tar in their products. Unfortunately, the  
ingredient that makes them weather resistant is – 
you guessed it – tar! Hence the shorter lifespan which 
could explain why more than 1.2 million tonnes of  
asphalt based roofing end up in landfills each year.
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Metal roofing 
wins hands down!
The right choice for lifetime protection,  
curb appeal and the environment. 

After reviewing the Comparison Chart  
on the previous page, you may well  
agree with our conclusion that metal  
is overall, the best roofing choice  
available. It not only provides superior 
protection from even the most severe 
weather, it is also “greener” due to its 
100% recyclability. And because metal 
roofing comes in such a wide range  
of styles, colours and finishes, you can  
always find one that’s perfect for the 
style of your home. Metal costs a bit  
more than traditional shingles but  
properly installed, a metal roof should 
retain its integrity and great looks long 
after most other materials have been 
replaced several times! In our opinion  
this is one of the most important 
upgrade investments you can make, 
especially if you ever want to put  
your home up for sale. A lifetime 
roof is a definite selling  
advantage. 

Why metal 
roofing is 
recommended:
• It’s the longest lasting 
 roofing material

• Various styles, colours 
 complement any home design

• Freeze/thaw-resistant

• Won’t crack, break, burn, curl, 
 split, rot or mold

• Protection from hail and 
 severe winds

• Durable, proven performance

• Warranties of up to 50 years



Metal roofing FAQ:
Why spend more for a metal roof?
Ordinary roofing materials have shorter life spans than metal and will need  
to be replaced regularly. With constantly increasing material and labour costs, 
this could result in significant expense over the life of your home. Many metal 
roofs come with a 40- to 50-year limited warranties, saving you future financial 
worry since you’ll likely never have to re-roof again! In addition, metal roofing is  
a huge plus should you decide to sell your home and you will reap the payback 
on investment through increased resale value and enhanced curb appeal.

How can a metal roof save money on energy bills?
Metal reflects the majority of the sun’s rays, so it doesn’t retain as much heat as 
wood, asphalt shingles, tile or cement. This means a metal roof could help your 
attic stay cooler longer. The bottom line: significantly lower energy bills and a 
longer lifespan for your cooling equipment.

Can I walk on my metal roof?
Yes, but since metal roofing requires virtually no maintenance, there should be no 
reason to do so. Like any roof, care should be exercised. You can discuss specific 
details about walking on your roof with your installation company.
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A lasting, cost-effective solution
Metal roofing will outlast traditional shingles which, although they have a 
lower initial cost, need to be replaced every 15 years or less. So with metal 
you end up saving money in the long run.

Do my old shingles have to be removed before a metal roof  
can be installed?
 In most applications, metal can be applied over top of  the old shingle  
roof with wood strapping between the metal roof and shingles, saving  
money and eliminating  a great deal of mess. This is favourable since  
it reduces cost because there is no old roof to dispose of and landfill space is 
spared, helping to protect our environment. We recommend you check with  
your local building code prior to installation.

How much does a metal roof weigh in comparison to other  
types of roofing?
On average, most metal roofs are 50% lighter than most traditional shingles,  
and 75% lighter than concrete tile, fibre-cement shakes and slate. With metal  
roofing, weight is never an issue.

Are metal roofs noisy when it rains?
This is a common misconception. Installed with solid sheathing and adequate attic 
insulation, your metal roof should actually be quieter than other roofing materials.

Will my metal roof attract lightning strikes?
No! Although it is metal, lightning is not drawn to it. Lightning typically strikes the  
highest object in an area like trees, hydro poles, towers and antennas.

From classic to contemporary,  
there’s a metal roof to suit every  
home style and budget.




